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When did ADS start business? 
Alarm Detection Systems first 
opened for business in 1968, and 
ADS was initially housed in the 
building that had previously been 
the family grocery store, Art’s Bi-
Lo. ADS has grown steadily since 
then, and as the largest privately-
owned alarm company in Illinois, 
we currently employ over 200 
people, with eight family members 
still on staff. 

What do you see as the biggest 
challenge to the industry today?
Liability is certainly an on-going 
issue in the alarm industry. 
Currently, however, we are hotly 
contesting a municipality 
attempting to make a monopoly of 
the fire alarm monitoring in their 
city. In addition, as technologies 
change, our biggest challenges 

may well be keeping up with the 
massive influx of new ideas and 
technologies and the resources it 
takes to stay on top of those 
changes. 

Why are you a member of the IESA? 
There are countless issues on 
which competitors stand together, 
and working with the other 
professionals in this industry can 
only make us stronger. It is very 
beneficial to meet with my peers, 
to have discussions, and work on 
issues that affect us all. When we 
combine our interests and work 
together for any common goal, we 
all learn from each other, and we 
end up better than when we 
started. 

What do you see in the future for 
the alarm industry? With the advent 

of terrorism, security is going to be 
needed in all walks of life, 
including the business world. A 
challenge we at ADS are facing 
head-on is to keep up with the 
advancing technologies, which 
includes selecting the right 
products to support, as well as 
keeping our technical people up to 
speed with every advancement. 

Do you have any other comments 
about your company that you would 
like to add? Ed Bonifas’  final 
comment to the IESA is to 
encourage everyone to be an 
active participant. We can only 
understand each other’s position 
through dialog and can only solve 
joint problems through 
cooperation. 
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ADS Office in Aurora, IL 



Do you need to know about events that affect the 
IESA and the industry?   

Do you need forms to register for classes or to 
attend an event? 

All of these questions can be answered 24/7 by 
visiting the IESA website at  

http://www.iesa.net 
Be sure to visit the Members Only Area  

User Name: 

iesamember 

Password: 

2006iesa 

IESA Infor mation Center   

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE FOR 
YOUR AD. CALL THE IESA 

TODAY FOR DETAILS.  
 

(630)  305-8800 
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According to a letter dated May 26, 2006 
the Naperville Fire Department wants to 
have the City Council consider an 
ordinance requiring that all fire code/
municipal code mandated fire alarms for 
commercial and multi-family occupancies 
be directly connected into the City’s. 
According to the letter they have had a 
fire alarm monitoring program since 
2002. 

The letter states the fees and 
advantages of the City’s Program. 

The Chamber of Commerce and 
representatives of several alarm 
companies met and we had the floor for 
a while on the topic.. The issue was 
reported in at least two papers: The 
Naperville Sun http://
www.suburbanchicagonews.com/
sunpub/naper/
top/6_1_NA13_ALARM_S1.htm and The 
Daily Herald http://www.dailyherald.com/
news/dupagestory.asp?
id=199060&cc=d&tc=nap&t=Naperville 

The meeting went well with the City 

Council. They directed the Fire 
Department NOT to start drafting an 
ordinance but to meet with the 
industry and the Chamber to discuss 
the issues and see if we could come 
to terms. Legislative Chair, Ed 
Bonifas met with Chief Wu following 
the meeting. 

Chief Wu stated his goals, for 
openers: 1. He is committed to 
driving all of the time possible from 
the process of getting to a fire.  2. He 
is concerned that he has no way of 
knowing what systems are out of 
service if the accounts are not on his 
board.  3. He currently has no way to 
verify the responsiveness of the 
various alarm companies to fire 
alarms.   

Of course this is a serious matter for 
all alarm companies. If Naperville 
gets a toe hold on required systems, 
will they do the same on non-

required and residential? 

As professionals, our take is that the 
Chief is not motivated strictly by fire 
safety. We suspect that there is a 
budget issue as well. 
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Ser vice Tax Contemplated by State  — A report  from IESA  Lobbyist  Dick Lockhart 

The Commission on Governmental Forecasting and 
Accountability has prepared an extensive report on 
“Service Taxes”. As the State continues to experience 
serious fiscal problems, with no end in sight, taxes on 
services have the potential for increased State 
revenues without increasing the retail sales tax. 

The Governor has resisted any increases in the State 
income and sales tax rates. Where then will revenues 
be found? The Commission, composed of 12 
legislators equally divided between Democrats and 
Republicans, is not advocating any taxes, but it has 
done important research perhaps driven by SB750 and 
HB750 introduced in 2005, but not acted on. 

The Commission’s report sets forth a large number of 
potential sources of service taxes including: 

• Services to building & dwellings (which 
would include alarms and locks) 

• Private investigations (detective) services 

• Security services 

SB750 had 8 sponsors; HB750 had 9 sponsors. 

There is no doubt that legislation to impose taxes on 
many services, including the security industry will be 
introduced next year. Lockhart states that although 
service taxes will generate enormous opposition, he 
has been around long enough to “expect the worst and 
plan accordingly.” 
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2006 IESA Training Schedule  

 
Registration is easy. Forms are available on the IESA 
website at www.iesa.net/training.htm You can also 
register online without downloading a form. 
 
If you register for more than one class or send more than 
one employee to the same class you will receive a 10% 
discount. 
 
Note that all classes must be prepaid by the deadline 
indicated for the class. 
 
All classes are held in convenient locations. 

 
 

 
“Fire Alarm Installation Methods Certification”  

Thursday – Friday, September 7-8, 2006  8AM – 5PM 
 

“Level I Alarm Technician”  
Wednesday -- Friday, October 4 -- 6, 2006  8AM – 5PM 

 
“NICET II Test Preparation Class” 

Thursday – Friday October 12 -- 13, 2006  8AM – 5PM  
 

“Understanding Alarm Systems” 
Friday October 13, 2006  8AM – 5PM  

 

Registration is Easy! Don’t Delay!                                                           Register Online www.iesa.net  
Package pricing is available to Members and Non-Members wishing to take two or more classes or wishing 
to send more than one staff member to the same class. Contact the IESA office for details. (630) 305-8800 
 
 “Education is that which discloses to the wise and disguises from the foolish their lack of understanding.” Ambrose 
Bierce 
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NBFAA and NTS Announce New Cour ses  

The NBFAA and NTS announce the availability of 
new courses through an agreement with Bedrock 
Learning. 

Bedrock provides a comprehensive training solution 
for home technology installers, sales, customer 
support, and other residential technology 
professionals. The company has more than 25 years 
of training and curriculum development experience 
and offers training on the fundamentals of 
installation. 

NBFAA Education Committee Chairman, Paul Baran 
said the Bedrock partnership increases the training 
options for security professionals. “Providing these 
courses will expand our offerings and give members 
valuable training on the related systems that they are 
integrating with, or incorporating into, their current 
installations,” he said. 

Helen Heneveld, president of Bedrock, said, “A great 
opportunity exists for security companies to expand 
their businesses by installing other systems in the 
home, such as audio and video distribution, along 
with home theater and home networking. We look 
forward to providing the training they need to be 
successful as they diversify, and we are excited to 
be working with NTS — the professional 
development and training leader for the electronic 
security industry.” 

As a result of the partnership, the new online course 

offerings will include: 

• Introduction to Residential Technologies 

• Fundamentals of Structured Wiring 

• Whole House Audio Technology and 
Distribution 

• Home Theater Design and Installation 

• Residential Telephone and 
Communications 

• Residential Lighting Control 

• Home Networking for Installers 

NBFAA members will receive a 15% discount off the 
regular online courses and course materials which 
are accredited for NBFAA/NTS continuing education 
units (CEUs) 



The Burbank IL PD has announced 
that they will be enforcing the new 
financial establishment monitoring 
ordinance.  

All financial establishments will now 
be required to directly connect 
burglar and/or panic alarms to the 
Oak Lawn Central Dispatch Center.  

The ordinance states that all 
financial institutions have 90 days 
from the date the ordinance was 
signed to be in compliance. 
Therefore, all financial 
establishments must be in 
compliance by September 12, 2006. 

The dispatch center’s alarm system 
is maintained by ADT. It is the 

responsibility of each financial 
establishment to make contact with 
an ADT representative who is 
named in the letter that is being 
mailed by the City. 

Anyone having questions about the 
ordinance should contact Sgt. 
Barbara Gagle at (708) 924-7300. 

Burbank PD Announces  Direct  Connect  Requirement 
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Tony Calderone, John Fischer, Gail Fisher 

2005 Russ Rogers Award 

Tony Calderone presents  
Jim Everard  as the IESA 

2005 Technician of the 
Year 

Tony Calderone and Jerry Robinson 

Before a meeting networking 

More Networking 

New Member Guess Speaker 



President—Anthony Calderone 
(708) 366-2400 

Vice President — Arnold Miller 
(847) 205-0500 

Secretary —  Joe Nollinger 
(630) 654-6600 

Treasurer — Paul Hester 
(847) 398-3300 
Past President 
Robert Strom  

Directors 
Steve Hanzelin (630) 293-4497 

Jim Hassenplug (847) 392-7997 

Associate Director 
Dennis Calvey (847) 310-0821 

Associate Committee Director 
Scott Seibert (847) 472-2900 

Legislative Committee 

Ed Bonifas (630) 844-6300 

Membership Committee 

Patrick Devereaux (773) 725-0222 

Training & Education Committee 

Arnold Miller (847) 205-0500 

Event Committee 
Jim Hassenplug (847) 392-7997 

Sam Rizzo (888) 571-7900 

NBFAA Rep 
Chet Donati (708) 388-6500 

Executive Director 
Marsha Kopan (630) 305-8800 

Off icer s , Director s  & Committees  
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A-1 Alarm Service, Inc. 

ABC Security Corp 

ADT Security Services 

Advanced Security Group 

Advanced Security Technologies, Inc 

AEC Fire & Security 

Alarm Detection Systems 

Alert Protective Services 

Apex Alarm 

Arlington Security Co. 

Aurora Tri-State Fire Protection 

Bancare Inc 

Brinks’ Home Security 

Castle Protection Group 

Chapman's Residential Security 

Chicago Fire & Burglar Detection 

Cunningham Security Systems 

Custom Residential Systems 

DMC Security 

Douglas Alarm Co 

Electronic Security Systems 

Electronic Systems of Illinois, Inc. 

Father & Sons Home Service 

Fire & Security Systems, Inc. 

HSM 

Illini Security Systems 

Illinois Alarm Service 

Infinity Monitoring Services, Inc. 

Jewell Electric, Inc 

Keyth Technologies 

Knight Security Alarms 

LaCrosse Electric Co 

LaMarCo Systems, Inc. 

Metronet Safe & Sound 

Monarch Burglar Alarms Company 

Nitech Fire & Security Industries 

Norcomm Public Safety   
Communications & Security 

Norshore Alarm Co, Inc. 

Oberlander Alarm Systems Inc. 

Per Mar Investigation Service Inc 

PhoneMasters LTD 

Programmable Systems, Inc. 

Protection One 

Pyramid Alarm, Inc. 

Quality Alarm Systems Inc. 

Quinlan Alarm Systems 

Romeo Security, Inc. 

Schaumburg Security Service 

Seal-Tight Security, Inc. 

Security Services Group 

Sentry Alarms One 

Sentry Security 

Sonitrol Chicagoland West 

Stanley Security Solutions 

Sure Guard Security 

United Alarms, Inc 

USA Security Systems 

 

 

ADI 
Altronix Corp 
BOSCH  
Brainard Nielsen Marketing 
Clinton Electronics 
Davis Marketing Group 
El Dorado Insurance Agency 
Emergency 24 
Employco Group 
Honeywell Security & Custom Electronics 
J Krug & Associates 

Law Office of Edward Williams  
Lincoln Technical Institute 
Marlin Leasing Corp 
NAPCO 
PBFT Inc 
Preferred Power Products P/3 
Security Associates International 
SES 
Storage Power Battery 
Windy City Wire 

IESA REGULAR MEMBERS 

IESA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
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The objectives of the IESA are:  

1. To promote mutual interests of the electrical protection industry. 

2. To foster cordial relations among the members. 

3. To use all lawful means as a medium for exchange and dissemination to members and the public, of 
information applicable to the field of Burglar and Fire Alarms, closed circuit TV and all other electronic 
security services. 

4. To be guided always by a spirit of justice and honor in all business activities and that all members 
observe the Association code of ethics at all times. 

5. Through cooperative effort, to engage in or conduct lawful activities which benefit the interests of the 
Electronic Security Industry. 

For Membership Information or to 
Advertise in this publication contact the 
IESA at 

(630) 305-8800 

E-mail information@iesa.net 

A Chartered State Association of the National 
Burglar & Fire Alarm Association 

4238 N. Arlington Heights Rd. #104 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 630.305.8800 
Fax: 877.230.5110 

Email: information@iesa.net 

I L L I N O I S  E L E C T R O N I C  
S E C U R I T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N  

V I S I T  U S  O N  T H E  W E B  
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